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OTHER VOICES

Fort Worth Police, Texas leaders, pay soaring,
roaring tribute to Tuskegee Airman

BY CHAPLAIN RICH STOGLIN

APRIL 03, 2019 10:55 AM, UPDATED APRIL 03, 2019 03:34 PM ! " # $

We all knew, after learning of the death of Fort Worth’s last Tuskegee Airman – Dr.
Robert T. McDaniel – that a wake, funeral service and interment with full military
honors had to be well-planned and executed with military precision.

Such was demonstrated on Thursday, March 28 at Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
of Fort Worth. Following a moving Farewell Service, each of us realized a bittersweet
moment was occurring. On this beautiful sunlit day, the other side of the tombstone’s
“dash” separating his birth and death had arrived.

The sacred remains of this Tuskegee Airman had to be transported to the Dallas-Fort
Worth National Cemetery and to his final resting place.

It was at this point that the Fort Worth Police Department took the lead and, with its
top professional motorcycle detail along with several marked and unmarked squad
vehicles, announced to the city of Fort Worth and the great state of Texas: “STOP FOR
A MOMENT! AN AMERICAN HERO IS ROLLING THROUGH!”

With the true professionalism of the Fort Worth Police Department Motorcycle
Detail were the freeways temporarily shut down.

As a native Texan, I cannot remember the last time freeways on a Thursday
afternoon (at approximately 1315 hours in military speak, or 1:15 p.m.) remained
clear, clean, quiet and respectful for such an occasion as this one.

Even Mr. James Baker, owner and director of the historical Baker Funeral Home,
could recall only one other time when such a procession had similar honors. That
was the funeral of Charles Gaines, Fort Worth’s first African-American fire chief,
whose unexpected death from a heart attack in 2006 shocked many of us.

Thanks to the Fort Worth Police Department’s willingness to share the funeral
procession route with the public via The Star-Telegram did citizens stand on the side
of freeways, bridges, ramps and vehicles, with solemn looks and salutes. They
assumed parade rest and, with visible tears, stood tall as those beautifully operated
Fort Worth Police motorcycles led a long line of the duty-bound – family, friends, and
grateful Americans – to the DFW National Cemetery.

For an American hero.

As a final tribute to Dr. Robert T. McDaniel, several of the Fort Worth PD Motorcycle
Detail members stood at attention by their “motors” and saluted the funeral hearse
and family motorcade as each entered the cemetery.

What a magnificent sight it was to see!

To top it all off, at precisely 2:15 p.m. an official flyover came roaring by – in essence
saying goodbye to a once-fellow pilot. As one plane tipped up and over, its motions
were stating: “Robert T. McDaniel, you accomplished much in your time, a great
many things. Now it’s time for you to take your rest. We now have the watch, to
guard the skies you once treasured.”

As the sounds of those planes departed, this chaplain could not help but think of
Thursday’s opening baseball game occurring approximately 25 miles west of our
location – knowing that were it not for Robert T. McDaniel and his brave actions,
there might not be such a game occurring.

May his next flight upward require no engines at all.

Chaplain Rich Stoglin is a retired commander of the U.S. Naval Sea Services, of which 23 years were with the
U.S. Marine Corps. An Arlington resident, he also was an Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity brother of the late Dr.
Robert T. McDaniel.

(Honors and attendees for Robert T. McDaniel’s funeral service included an official
letter from the Texas Governor’s Office; representatives of the Texas Land
Commissioner and two U.S. congressional offices; a brigadier general from the Texas
Military Department; the command chaplain from Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint
Reserve Base; Bishop D.D. Hayes, chief of chaplains for Dallas-Fort Worth
International Airport the acting chief of Fort Worth Police Department; Fort Worth
Executive Fire Department Command Representatives; several executives from
Tarrant County offices; the President & CEO of Tarrant County United Way; members
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; the Tuskegee Airmen Association; numerous
Patriot Guardsmen; and many other concerned citizens.)
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Robert T. McDaniel, last of Fort Worth’s surviving Tuskegee Airmen, was laid to rest March 28.
MIKE MOORE, JUSTIN, TEXAS / SPECIAL

Listen to this article now
03:32 Powered by Trinity Audio

Get unlimited digital
access
Subscribe now for only $1

CLAIM OFFER

TX Politics
newsletter
Get government and election news that affects
our region, plus a weekly take exclusive to the
newsletter.

SIGN UP

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google
Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Enter Email Address

OTHER VOICES

Gov. Abbott, where’s the evidence that it’s
safe to remove Texas’ mask mandate?
BY GINA ALEXANDER, CAROL HOWE, SHARON CANCLINI, JIM DAVIS AND CODY WHITTENBURG
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The pandemic is ongoing and vaccination is slow, and health experts say continuing mask
usage will prevent deaths until we achieve herd immunity.

KEEP READING ➔➔

Local Spotlight

TILE SERVICE Rab

TILE SERVICE Rabbit Construction.
Complete Shower Remodeling,
laminate&wood floor 817-366-2820

PLUMBING All ty

PLUMBING All typesl repair, bthrm
remodels, gas leaks, water heaters
817-715-6747 m-38813

CEMENT WORK DN

CEMENT WORK DNV Concrete
driveways sidewalks & patios also
roofing & tree service free est we
acceptCC 817-323-8432

PLUMBING ANDE

PLUMBING ANDERSON PLUMBING
$50 DRAIN CLEAN-OUTS, SM.
REPAIRS #8761 VISA/MC 817-838-0353

Cleaning Service

Cleaning Services all kinds, com-
mercial & residential 817-825-1011

Get unlimited digital access
#ReadLocal

Subscribe now for only $1

CLAIM OFFER

OTHER VOICES

Billions states don’t need, lush leave
for fed workers: Dems’ COVID relief
is a mess
UPDATED MARCH 03, 2021 09:18 AM

OTHER VOICES

Should pregnant women get the
COVID-19 vaccine? Here’s what to
discuss with doctor
UPDATED FEBRUARY 26, 2021 02:36 PM

OTHER VOICES

Fort Worth hospitality workers step
up to help residents in pandemic,
weather crisis
FEBRUARY 25, 2021 8:04 AM

OTHER VOICES

How lawmakers can take next step
on education, prepare Texans for
jobs of the future
FEBRUARY 10, 2021 7:04 AM

OTHER VOICES

Texas governments have curtailed
public information in pandemic.
Lawmakers need to act
FEBRUARY 08, 2021 7:06 AM

OTHER VOICES

Here’s how Texas Legislature can
finally cut property taxes. Step one:
Pay for schools
JANUARY 28, 2021 7:02 AM

READ NEXT

Take Us With You

Real-time updates and all local stories you want
right in the palm of your hand.

FORT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM APP ➔➔

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Start a Subscription

Customer Service

eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

LEARN MORE

About Us

Contact Us

Newsletters

News in Education

Archives

ADVERTISING

Information

Place a Classified

SECTIONS SUBSCRIBE

https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/copyright/#navlinks=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/commenting-policy/#navlinks=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices
https://account.star-telegram.com/subscribe/create?param=f3JBDEE=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRIgDkpBDBFGYyMmG3dAG15QPgoUG0hQeHNFCkZBb29STx0HLisVS1BIbwUkbktLAAxBdD1DeHpJGw8%3D&cid=ros_cta_.99mo-1mo-15.99_202101
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/article249726573.html
https://account.star-telegram.com/subscribe/create?param=f3JBDEE=&offer=NmEfaxcUb3lSCUJAfRIgDkpBDBFGYyMmG3dAG15QPgoUG0hQeHNFCkZBb29STx0HLisVS1BIbwUkbktLAAxBdD1DeHpJGw8%3D&cid=ros_cta_.99mo-1mo-15.99_202101
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/
http://www.facebook.com/startelegram
https://twitter.com/startelegram
http://www.youtube.com/user/startelegramvideo
https://account.star-telegram.com/static/subscribe/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/
https://www.star-telegram.com/e-edition/today
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-cst-01/subscriber/web/signin.html?siteId=FTW
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-cst-01/subscriber/web/signin.html?siteId=FTW
https://www.mcclatchy.com/our-impact/markets/star-telegram/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://t.news.star-telegram.com/webApp/mccSignupPage?siteName=star-telegram#navlink=mi_footer
https://k12nie.com/?p=star-telegram/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/archives/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.star-telegram.com/mediakit#navlink=mi_footer
https://classifieds.mcclatchy.com/marketplace/fortworth/
https://www.star-telegram.com/e-edition/today
https://www.star-telegram.com/weather
https://www.star-telegram.com/opinion/opn-columns-blogs/other-voices/article228743874.html#
https://www.star-telegram.com/
https://account.star-telegram.com/static/subscribe

